
 
 

 www.uvic.ca/socialsciences/anthropology/undergraduate/colloquium/index.php

  

 

 

 

 

Downwind: Experiments 

in a Chinese Weather 

System 

 

Dr. Jerry C. Zee  
Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology and the Princeton 

Environmental Institute, Princeton University 
 

Monday, November 2nd, 2020 
11:30 am – 12:30 pm 

Online – via Zoom  
(zoom meeting link on the website) 

www.uvic.ca/socialsciences/anthropology/research/colloquium/index.php 

   
 

This event considers the rise of China through the dust storms that have 
become a major feature of its meteorological contemporary. As China’s 

continent shifts seasonally into a weather system, aerosols—suspensions 
of particulate matter into the atmosphere—offer a way of approaching 
China as a mobile, airborne landmass. In this talk, we track China across 

multiple phases of an aerosol form. Weather and wind patterns offer 
unexpected sites for tracking not only transformations in Chinese politics 

and environments, but also to reflect on the planetary itinerary of 
Chinese land. 

 

A month of China in the sky. Rotating DRUM 
impactor particulate record, 2016. Photo by 

author. 
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